
                          

                                Daviess County Public Schools 

 
Board of Education: Mike Clark • Dr. Tom Payne • Frank G. Riney III • Dale Stewart • Todd Anderson  

 

 
 

 
 

March 30, 2018  
 

HPHS, ODT, VS finalists for state honors 
 
Heritage Park High School, Owensboro Day Treatment and Valley School have been selected as 
finalists in the 2018 Alternative Programs of Distinction process. Representatives from the Kentucky 
Department of Education Division of Student Success will visit each site as part of the evaluation 
process. The visits will include interviews with students, teachers and administrators, and will include 
observations of teaching and learning in classrooms.  
 
The application process included submission of a self-assessment and documentation of compliance in 
specific areas of the alternative education program expectation rubric.  
 
“Being selected as a finalist from the competitive field of alternative education programs is in itself an 
honor,” said Sherri Clusky of the KDE Office of Continuous Improvement and Support. 
 
Alternative education programs are designed to meet the needs of at-risk students in settings that 
support academic performance, improve behavior or provide enhanced learning experiences. 
According to the KDE website, the mission of alternative education programs is to “ensure continuous 
improvement in instruction, practices and curriculum to help all Kentucky students to be college and 
career ready.” Goals include ensuring that all students have equitable access to district resources and 
qualified teachers.  
 
Heritage Park High School was named an Alternative Program of Distinction in 2017. “We are 
encouraged to see our school and our students recognized as a finalist for this honor,” said HPHS 
director Michelle Ruckdeschel. “Our school focuses on project-based learning, promoting healthy 
relationships, community outreach and discovering paths to success by coordinating with community 
partners and businesses to explore careers together. Our Phoenix family is proud to have been a part of 
this process again this year.” It is the mission of Heritage Park High School to “give rise to life-ready 
students by developing leaders from within, providing inspiring learning cycles, teaching the impact of 
serving the community and expanding opportunities for sustainable careers.” 
 
Valley School head teacher Lesa Hibbs said she and her team are honored by their school’s 
designation as a finalist for the state recognition. “Valley School is passionate about meeting the 
educational needs of our students, one by one,” Hibbs said. “I’m most excited about Valley School’s 
teachers and staff receiving acknowledgement for their continuous perseverance toward making a 
difference in students’ lives.” The mission of Valley School is to build secure foundations for 
launching students toward a confident tomorrow by cultivating Hope, Excellence, Accomplishment, 
Responsibility and Trust (HEART). 
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Owensboro Day Treatment head teacher Angela Austin said, “The staff at Owensboro Day Treatment 
is dedicated to ensuring that some of the most vulnerable of the Commonwealth of Kentucky’s 
students receive a quality education. We work very hard to enable students to overcome obstacles that 
have prevented them from achieving success in the classroom. Being able to build meaningful 
relationships with the students is a cornerstone of our mission in educating students. It is truly an 
honor for our staff to be recognized for the work we do with ‘our kids.” At Owensboro Day 
Treatment, every day is ‘Kids First Day.’ ” The Owensboro Day Treatment facility provides 
supportive education services to students who are under the supervision of the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky and who are served by programs funded or operated by the Department of Juvenile Justice, 
the Department for Community Based Services or the Department for Behavioral Health, 
Development and Intellectual Disabilities in Kentucky. The mission of ODT is to promote right 
motives, intelligent thoughts and rational actions within a nurturing environment, with a goal of 
preparing students for future success. 
 
Daviess County Public Schools Superintendent Matt Robbins said, “The instructional leaders and 
education professionals at these schools are very deserving of this honor. I am proud to see their 
commitment to students recognized at the state level as they faithfully fulfill their mission of changing 
the lives of students.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For more information, contact Lora Wimsatt – DCPS Public Information Officer 
270-852-7000 or lora.wimsatt@daviess.kyschools.us 


